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Abstract. Fatwa, as an important instrument in Islamic law, plays a significant role in resolving
contemporary issues in the Islamic world. This article provides an in-depth overview of the authority
of fatwa, its implementation in everyday practice, and its impact on society. These various aspects are
explored with reference to the Indonesian context, where fatwa holds strong influence in religious and
social life. The authority of fatwa emanates from recognized religious scholars within the community.
In Indonesia, the Indonesian Ulema Council (MUI) often serves as the official body issuing fatwas.
However, the authority of fatwa is sometimes questioned, particularly in cases of controversy or
disagreement among scholars. The implementation of fatwa can vary depending on social, political,
and cultural contexts. Although fatwa is considered religious guidance, non-religious factors also
influence how it is applied in society. The implementation process may also involve state institutions
or other social bodies, which can either reinforce or undermine the authority of fatwa. The impact of
fatwa is extensive on both religious and social aspects of society. In some cases, fatwa can influence
government policies, individual behavior, or social dynamics in general. However, the impact of fatwa
can also be controversial, sparking debates and conflicts within society. Further studies are needed to
comprehensively understand the role of fatwa in contemporary society.
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1. Introduction

Fatwa, as a crucial instrument in Islamic law, has played a significant role in providing
moral, religious, and legal guidance for Muslims worldwide. Amidst the complex dynamics of
contemporary society, the role of fatwa is increasingly recognized as an authoritative source
in addressing various emerging issues. Particularly in Indonesia, the country with the largest
Muslim population globally, fatwa holds a highly significant role in shaping social and
religious norms.(Abdullah, 2006) Studies on the role of fatwa in resolving contemporary
issues have attracted the interest of many researchers and academics. Several studies have
examined specific aspects in this regard, such as the authority of fatwa, its implementation in
everyday practice, and its impact on society. However, further in-depth studies are still
needed to understand the complex dynamics of the role of fatwa in addressing contemporary
challenges in the Islamic world(Sundari et al., 2023).

Especially in Indonesia, fatwa is often issued by the Indonesian Ulema Council (MUI), an
official institution with authority in issuing fatwas. However, the existence of fatwa is not
limited to the MUI but is also issued by various other religious institutions. Additionally, fatwa
often becomes a subject of debate, especially when there are disagreements among scholars
or when the fatwa faces controversy within society.(Hamzah, 2015) An overview of the
implementation of fatwa in everyday practice is also intriguing to explore further. How is
fatwa implemented in various social, political, and cultural contexts? Do non-religious factors
influence how fatwa is applied in society? The implementation process often involves various
parties, including state institutions, social institutions, and the general public, all of which can
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influence the impact and success of fatwa in influencing behavior and policies.

The impact of fatwa on society is also crucial to understand. How does fatwa affect
government policies, individual behavior, and social dynamics overall? In some cases, fatwa
can drive positive changes in society, but on the other hand, it can also provoke controversy
and conflict. (Effendy, 2010) Further studies are needed to comprehensively examine the
impact of fatwa on contemporary society, particularly in Indonesia.

In this context, this article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the role of
fatwa in resolving contemporary issues, focusing on the authority of fatwa, its implementation
in everyday practice, and its impact on society. Various concepts and findings will be explored
by referring to relevant literature and research, both from Indonesia and internationally, to
provide a more comprehensive understanding of the complexity of the role of fatwa in
addressing current challenges in the Islamic world(Afriani et al., 2023).

2. Methods

This research adopts a literature review method to gain a comprehensive understanding
of the role of fatwa in resolving contemporary issues in Islamic society. This approach
involves collecting and analyzing various relevant literature on the research topic, including
scholarly journals, books, research reports, and other sources of information. The literature
sources are selected based on specific criteria relevant to the research objectives. The
selection of literature sources is done through online and offline searches, using keywords
related to the research topic, such as "fatwa," "Islamic law," "contemporary issues," and so on.

By employing the literature review method, this research aims to provide a
comprehensive understanding of the role of fatwa in resolving contemporary issues in Islamic
society, by referring to various perspectives and findings in the related literature.

3. Results and Discussion
3.1 Fatwa Authority

The authority of fatwa is not only limited to official institutions like MUI but is also
influenced by internal and external dynamics within Islamic society. Ahmad Najib Burhani
examined the role of fatwa authority in addressing contemporary challenges in Indonesia,
highlighting how fatwa can serve as an instrument of adaptation to rapid societal changes.
This study provides profound insights into the role of fatwa in shaping norms and social
values in Indonesia. (Burhani, 2012)

Additionally (Widiyanto, 2017) discussed the development of fatwa authority in the
digital era, focusing on the influence of social media and the internet on shaping religious
opinions. This analysis is crucial as it underscores how fatwa, as an authoritative source,
continues to adapt to changes in information and communication technology in disseminating
religious messages.

On an international level, (El-Awa, 2006) provides a broader perspective on the
authority of fatwa in Islamic society overall. In his book titled "The Scope and Authority of the
Fatwa in Contemporary Islam," El-Awa examines the history and development of fatwa as
well as the role of fatwa authority in addressing complex contemporary issues.

Through this broad framework of thinking, we can understand that the authority of
fatwa not only relies on formal institutions but is also influenced by internal and external
factors within Islamic society. These studies make valuable contributions to understanding
the dynamics of fatwa authority and its relevance in addressing contemporary issues in
Islamic society, including in Indonesia. The role of fatwa in shaping policies, guiding religious
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practices, and forming social norms cannot be underestimated, and a deeper understanding of
the dynamics of fatwa authority is needed to comprehensively examine its role in resolving
contemporary issues.

3.2 Implementation in Practice

The implementation of fatwa in everyday practice is a complex and sometimes
conflicting process. In Indonesia, although fatwa is often accepted as moral and religious
guidance, its implementation is often influenced by non-religious factors, including local
culture, economic developments, and political dynamics. For example, in a study by (Mulia,
2008), he examined the acceptance and implementation of fatwa on domestic violence in
Indonesia. This research provides a deep understanding of how the fatwa is understood by
the community, as well as the challenges in implementing it in everyday practice.

At the individual level, the acceptance and implementation of fatwa can vary depending
on the level of religious understanding and knowledge of the fatwa itself. Some individuals
may devoutly follow the fatwa, while others may ignore it or reinterpret it according to
personal needs and desires.(Susanto, 2010)

At the community level, the implementation of fatwa is often influenced by existing
social and cultural norms. For example, in the case of fatwa on modest dressing,
implementation may vary depending on local traditions, perceptions of honor, and social
pressures from the surrounding environment. Additionally, Ida's book titled (Ida, 2014)
"Fatwa and Its Implementation in Society" provides an in-depth analysis of the fatwa
implementation process in Indonesian society. In the book, Ida discusses various factors that
influence the implementation of fatwa, as well as its impact on social and cultural dynamics.

Furthermore, the implementation of fatwa is also influenced by external factors such as
government policies, mass media influence, and the forces of globalization. For example, in
cases related to Islamic banking fatwa, implementation may be affected by national banking
policies and dynamics of the global financial market.(Kurniawan, 2018)

Although fatwa is often regarded as religious authority, its implementation process is
often complex and sometimes controversial. The role of religious scholars and leaders in
supporting and educating the community about fatwa also plays a crucial role in influencing
its implementation and acceptance at the local level. In this context, a deep understanding of
the factors influencing the implementation of fatwa in everyday practice is important for
formulating effective strategies in supporting its implementation and promoting a better
understanding of religious values in society.

3.3 Impact on Society

The impact of fatwa on society can create significant changes in various aspects of life,
ranging from social order, daily habits, to political structures. Fatwa is often regarded as
moral guidance that regulates individual behavior and social interactions within Islamic
society. Studies on the impact of fatwa on society are an important area of research to
understand the implications of religious views on everyday life.

In the context of Indonesia, several studies have revealed the impact of fatwa on society.
For example, research by (Suryani & Pratiwi, 2019) examined the impact of fatwa on
consumption habits of food and beverages in urban communities. The findings of this study
indicate that fatwa can influence the consumption behavior of society, especially among
devout religious followers.

One of the main impacts of fatwa is its influence on social and cultural norms in society.
Fatwa regulating dress codes, halal food, and other moral behaviors can shape behavioral
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patterns and habits adhered to by many individuals in society. This creates consistency in
values and norms that support harmonious social life.

Furthermore, fatwa can also have broader impacts on social and political structures.
Fatwa related to political or economic issues can influence public opinion, shape political
support, or even change government policies. Thus, fatwa not only serves as moral guidance
but also as a tool used in political and social influence efforts. Similarly, in the book by
(Hidayatullah, 2016) titled "Social Dynamics Post-Fatwa: A Case Study in Central Java,"
provides an in-depth analysis of the impact of fatwa on social and political dynamics in the
region. In the book, Hidayatullah discusses how fatwa can be a factor influencing changes in
public policy and inter-group relations.

However, the impact of fatwa can also lead to controversy and tension within society.
Sometimes, controversial fatwas or those conflicting with secular or pluralistic values can
trigger conflicts between different groups. In such situations, it is important for religious
leaders and community leaders to facilitate dialogue and reconciliation to prevent further
escalation of conflict.

Analysis of various case studies and literature is also important to understand how
fatwa can shape social norms, cultural values, and political dynamics in society. This research
provides valuable insights into the complexity of the impact of fatwa on society, as well as the
challenges and opportunities that arise in managing the implications of fatwa in everyday life.
Thus, a deep understanding of the impact of fatwa on society requires holistic analysis and
understanding of social, cultural, and political dynamics in a broader context.

4. Conclusions

Fatwa, as a legal instrument and moral guidance in Islam, plays a crucial role in
resolving contemporary issues in Muslim society. The authority of fatwa, bestowed upon
scholars and religious institutions, provides legal and moral grounds for decision-making in
various social, economic, political, and cultural issues.

The implementation of fatwa in everyday practice influences individual behavior, social
dynamics, and political structures within society. Although fatwa is often regarded as moral
guidance regulating daily life, its implementation can be influenced by various factors,
including social norms, local culture, and government policies.

The impact of fatwa on society can vary greatly, ranging from changes in individual
behavior to changes in the overall social and political dynamics of the community. Fatwa has
the potential to shape social norms, cultural values, and political structures within society, but
it can also lead to controversy and tension among groups.

A deep understanding of the role, authority, implementation, and impact of fatwa in
society requires holistic and diverse analysis. Studies on fatwa encompass not only legal and
religious aspects but also involve understanding the social, cultural, political, and economic
dynamics in a broader context.

Therefore, it is important for religious leaders, community leaders, and researchers to
continue deepening their understanding of the role of fatwa in addressing contemporary
issues in Muslim society, taking into account the various dimensions of complexity involved.
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